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As we near the end of the year my thoughts focus on the future of the 

squadron and who is going to step forward to take the various leadership 

positions to keep our group going.  We have enrolled many new members 

in recent years, thanks primarily to our outstanding educational program 

and its experienced instructors.  New members mean new energy and ideas 

which are always critical to the continued existence of a club. 

All clubs hope that their members recognize the value of membership and 

in the case of the SB Sail & Power Squadron, surely the value of the 

education we’ve provided is priceless.  I can’t imagine a better way to show 

appreciation of that value than to give back to the club by filling a 

leadership position to ensure that what the squadron offers will be 

accessible to others in the future.  We have over a hundred years of 

knowledge and experience among our members and this must be passed on 

to other boaters to save lives and possessions. 

For just about any community service organization, you only get as much 

out of your membership as you put in.  After two terms as your 

Commander, I’m happy to report that I have found the experience 

enormously rewarding.  Playing a major role in my enjoyment in the last 

two years has been the quality of the other bridge officers that supported 

me.  Fortunately this does not change from year to year because even if we 

don’t have an experienced person in a particular position, there is always a 

veteran only a phone call away to provide guidance or assistance. 

If you are concerned with how much time must be devoted to hold a bridge 

position, let me assure you that I spent considerably more time as a board 

  

COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

        Cdr. Dennis Johns, AP 
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member of my Rotary Club, my neighborhood association, and the Solstice 

Festival during this same two years.  Much of the reason for that is the 

willingness of members to step up and help out in whatever activity the 

squadron has on its calendar. 

So when you get that call from the nominating committee, please seriously 

consider the importance of your greater participation in the leadership of 

the squadron.  Accept the nomination and discover what a great group of 

members you’ll have to work with. 

 

Upcoming Activities 

 

Oct    3    Thu    7:30pm   Bridge and Member Meeting       Waterfront Classroom  

    

Oct    5    Sat   11:00am    Dockside Brunch      SB Harbor, Libertad 1Q4 

                                         (Virginia Johns point person) 

 

Oct   12   Sat   10am-5pm Harbor and Seafood Festival      SB Harbor 

                                         (Dennis Johns point person) 

 

Nov    7   Thu                     Bridge and Member Meeting    no meeting this day 

    

Nov   13  Wed   5pm-7pm  Museum Member Mixer     Maritime Museum 

                                         (Virginia Johns point person) 

 

Dec     5  Thu   5pm           Holiday Party      Mulligan’s 

      Note date change!     (Peggy Ciolino and Betty Koch point persons) 
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All is well in this area of the organization, though it is disappointing that all 
afternoon on-the-water events had to be canceled this summer due to lack 
of participation. If you read this report and have a suggestion as to what 
on-the-water activities would interest you (or even why the ones we had 
scheduled didn’t work for you), please let me know — pegciolino@cox.net.  
 
The Harbor Seafood Festival, at which the Squadron has a booth, will be 
Saturday, Oct. 12.  
 
Mark your calendars now for the annual Museum Mixer, November 13, 5:00 
- 7:00PM at the Maritime Museum. 
  
   

 

 
Harbor and Seafood Festival 

Saturday Oct 12 
 

Come visit our squadron booth! 
We’ll be there - 

8:00-4:00 

  

ADMIN OFFICER’S MESSAGE 

        Lt/C Peggy Ciolino, P 
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Maritime Museum Mixer 

 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Free Wine and Appetizers 
SB Maritime Museum 

 
 

We will have the Museum all to ourselves.  Join us for two short hours of comraderie - 

sharing nautical knowledge, boating stories, and friendship. 

Presentations at 5:30pm 

 

 
 

Hosted by  
Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron 

Santa Barbara Sailing Club 
 
 
 
 

RSVP by Friday November 8  to  Virginia Johns 

sbmesafirstmate@gmail.com    or  805 770-0611 
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Our summer hiatus is officially over, although it’s pretty much summer all 

year round here in Santa Barbara, and we have some new classes planned 

to fill out the rest of 2019.  We’re offering a series of seminars scheduled to 

begin about two weeks after the annual Harbor Seafood Festival where we 

have a booth and hopefully will pick up a few more boaters that are 

interested in these particular classes. 

The first seminar is an expanded version of the Partner in Command 

seminar that emphasizes the boating essentials of Boat Handling, 

Anchoring, Rules of the Road, Safety Equipment, Marine Radio Operation, 

and Handling Emergencies.  It will be presented as three independent 

seminars over three 2-hour sessions from October 22 to November 5.  The 

fourth seminar is a reprise of the Introduction to Navigation seminar given 

earlier this year and it will run for two 2-hour sessions, starting on 

November 12 and ending on November 19. 

As of this writing we have about 10 boaters that have expressed interest in 

taking these seminars and we hope that more will join us in the next couple 

of weeks.  

For more information about these seminars see our website under the 

Boating Courses banner at sbsps.net. 

If you have any questions or suggestions feel free to contact me at 

rdciolino@cox.net or 805-682-4543.  Sail safely!     

  

SEO’s Message  

  Lt/C Rich Ciolino, JN 

http://www.sbsps.net/
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For those interested in having their vessel inspected I have stickers. 
Just contact me for an appointment. We make sure your flares are up 
to date, your safety equipment is in good working order and that your 
boat is sea worthy. It is free and takes about an hour.  Those who do 
pass the examination will get a sticker to place on the left side of the 
boat that lets the Coast Guard know that it is not necessary to board 
and perform a Vessel Safety Check. 
 

My contact information is johnprofant@cox.net, or (805) 455-9173. 

  

http://www.sbsps.net/
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We have recently received new burgees and with the fantastic deal our 
commander negotiated we can offer them at a great price. Only $20.00 
for a 12x18 “ SBSPS burgee. We also have a vast quantity of fire hose 
chaff gear (free) for your winterizing needs.  
 
 

 
 

 
Please contact me at JPSeagoe@gmail.com if interested. 

 
Editorial note:  the commander says it was Pete that got the great deal! 
 

  

Squadron Stores Open for Business 

 

1st Lt/C J. Peter Seagoe, P 

Assistant Treasurer 

http://www.sbsps.net/
mailto:JPSeagoe@gmail.com
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Annual Picnic and Meeting                      by Peggy Ciolino, P    

 

The Annual Picnic, held at the home of Doris and Will Swalling, on Saturday, 

Sept. 14, was a delicious event as usual. Thank-you to Neil and Sue Ablitt, 

who provided beans and bread, and to Rich Ciolino and Tom Koch for 

barbecuing juicy tri-tip and chicken for the affair. Thanks to everyone for 

bringing a dish to share and a white elephant gift to be auctioned off. 

Thanks to Neil Ablitt for being our always-entertaining auctioneer and 

getting us to so easily dig into our wallets. Special thanks to the Swallings 

for providing, once again, the beautiful venue for this event.  

In between eating and socializing and the auction, we had a meeting. At the 

meeting, we had what I hope was the first of many an opportunity to 

express thoughts on how to increase participation in Squadron activities. It 

was a lively discussion and got us all thinking. It was an all-around good 

day, with beautiful weather too.  

There is just one thing I feel bad about and I think needs to be stressed 

more for next year. If we have the picnic at the Swallings again, people 

need to bring their bathing suits!! I was the only one to use the pool and 

although it was nice, it would have been nice to have some company!!:-)  
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Boating Apps and Electronic Aids    used by SB squadron members  

                                                                    

 

                                                                                              

 

 

Ron Slocum, AP:  

 

The app I find extremely valuable is MotionX GPS HD. 

I have it on my iPad, and it's proven a great backup to our boat's 

chartplotter. 

 

On two occasions, just as we were approaching our destination, dense fog 

rolled in.  At the exact same time, our boat's chartplotter lost its GPS 

signal, and was useless. 

 

On both of those occasions, I was able to use the app to safely get us to 

our destination. 

 

The screen looks just like a standard chartplotter: 

http://www.sbsps.net/
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I've also used it when we've chartered a boat that didn't have a GPS. 

For example, it was very useful when we sailed to Anegada, in the BVI, 

where you have to navigate a tricky channel to reach the mooring area. 

Prior to the trip, I was able to create waypoints in the app that made sailing 

through the channel very easy. 

 

For the price of $1.99, it's certainly cheaper than a buying a backup GPS!! 

 

  

--------------------------- 

Mark Cooper, P (& Ellie): 

 

We DO have a new favorite:  Open CPN.  This is thanks to Rich Ciolino and 

the nav refresher class we took.  Rich got us interested, then came over 

and spent several hours helping us to wade through getting it up and 

running on our MacBook Pro. 

For safety, we still ALWAYS manually plot the course.  But Open CPN has 

surpassed the Furuno chartplotter, Navionics, and all the others in user 

friendliness and results.  And…it’s free!  Many thanks to America’s Boating 

Club - Santa Barbara Sail and Power Squadron. 

http://www.sbsps.net/
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--------------------------- 

Pete Seagoe, P: 

 

I use Grog Knots for splicing and general knot knowledge.  

 

I use an app called Marine Traffic  just before I go out to see where I might 

encounter large ships etc.  

 

My favorite app is my Garmin Blue Chart , it can do so much. It has all the 

restricted areas when fishing, you can lay out a route, etc, so versatile.   I 

have it on an older iPad.   I believe the app was free but the maps were 

about $ 25.00 for West coast from Panama to Alaska, I think.  

 

And of course I check the weather via SBSPS web site.  

 

--------------------------- 

Steve Hodges, N: 

 

Navigation (useful on deliveries and as a supplement to GPS and paper 

charts):  

- SailFreeGPS is a new and very useful nav app.  And it's fun to use while 

flying (in airplane mode). 

 

- Navionics Boating is a solid chart plotter, useful as long as you keep your 

chart subscriptions up-to-date.  Very usable, especially on a tablet. 

Note: I don't know of any apps that display AIS or radar info which limits 

their usefulness.  Hopefully someone else will describe one that fills this 

gap! 

http://www.sbsps.net/
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Weather (supplement to NWS and Ocean Prediction Center): 

- SailFlow is usually best for local, coastal wind forecasts 

 

- Windyty was useful in monitoring hurricanes and their projected 

paths.  It’s also good for current and forecast coastal winds, but SailFlow is 

generally more accurate for that in my experience.   

 

- MyRadar is handy for watching local and large scale systems.  Rain clouds 

are easily tracked. 

 

- PocketGrib is great for offshore planning where GRIBs are most useful, 

but, of course, only works near shore... 

 

- PhysicsToolbox is a fun and sometimes useful app that allows access to 

the many sensors in your smart phone.  The Barometer sub-app is a very 

handy tool. 

 

Time (for races and celestial) 

- ClockSync 

 

 

--------------------------- 

Rich Ciolino, JN: 

 

I like the Predict Wind weather forecasting app (available on computer and 

phone at PredictWind.com or app store) because it presents forecasts for 

any location and it gives forecasts for four different forecasting models in 

http://www.sbsps.net/
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tabular or graphic formats.  Here’s an example of a portion of the tabular 

format for a location five miles off of Santa Barbara: 

 

 

 

The hourly presentation is handy for planning an afternoon sail or a full day 

or more trip.  

 

Windy.com is another weather app I like since it has a good graphical 

representation that makes it easy to track wind and atmospheric pressure 

conditions around the world. 

 

Finally, I have MotionX-GPS on my iPhone.  It’s pretty much a full function 

chartplotter type navigation program I use as a backup to our main 

chartplotter, although it can be downloaded to a laptop.  You must 

download specific charts but it will give you GPS position and speed even if 

you don’t have a particular chart downloaded.  
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The Signal Hoist is the official publication of the Santa Barbara Sail & Power 
Squadron.  Articles of interest to the membership should be forwarded in writing via 

email to the Editor by the 20th of the month in order to be included in the next 
issue.  We solicit the submission of your articles on safety, boating, cruising, racing, 

and squadron activities.  Accompanying relevant photos are appreciated.  We 
encourage articles by our members.  Send us your true or tall tales.  Articles, 

opinions, and advertisements published herein do not necessarily reflect squadron 
policy or endorsement unless so designated.   

 
 

Editor:      Lt/C Virginia Johns, P 

Proofreader:     Lt/C Richard Ciolino, JN 
Squadron Photographer:  Janis Johnson, S 

SBSPS Website Manager:  Lt/C Steve York, P; Eric Peterson, AP 

Website address:    www.sbsps.net 
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